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Naysayers rail against trolley
line

Online site spells trouble for
plans to start service

11/28/07
By Adam Bednar

Email this story to a friend

A trolley running primarily along Charles and St. Paul streets
between Harborplace and University Parkway would be great,
right?

Not according to Ed Hopkins, of Remington, and Pamela
Wilson, of Peabody Heights.

Wilson and Hopkins oppose the Charles Street Development
Corp.'s proposed $150 million trolley line -- and they've
started a Web site to try to put the brakes on the plan.

The Web site, www.trolleytrouble.org, isn't supposed to be a
trolley-bashing forum but a way to further community
conversation on the project, said Hopkins, a member of the
Remington Neighborhood Alliance.

Zleetime

GOLF PASS

"Make any argument you want. We want to have a
conversation," Hopkins said.

He said he and his neighbors are upset about a proposed
property surtax on houses and businesses within a quarter
mile of the proposed route to finance maintenance of the line.

A so-called "working group" of community, civic and business
leaders, in conjunction with the Charles Street Development
Corp., last month was presented with a preliminary trolley line
financing plan that would include a tax of $50 per $100,000 of
assessed value on private property, and $20 per $100,000 of
assessed value on tax-exempt property.

The line would be modeled after one in Portland, Ore.
Depending on the route, the tax could affect home and
business owners in Abell, Charles Village, Oakenshawe,
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Guilford and Remington.

Hopkins said residents shouldn't have to foot the bill for a
trolley -- he referred to it as a streetcar -- that he said would
benefit only tourists and students and staff of Johns Hopkins
University.

Hopkins and Wilson said many residents, especially seniors on
limited incomes, could be forced out of their homes because
they would be hard-pressed to pay the new tax on top of
regular Baltimore property taxes and the additional tax paid
by residents in the Charles Village benefits district.

Hopkins is also upset by the way the meetings of the working
group have been run. In an e-mail Nov. 13, he asked
members of the group to choose a chairman and use Robert's
Rules of Order, a parliamentary process. The group next
meets Dec. 3.

Wilson, vice chairwoman of the Peabody Heights Residents
and Homeowners Alliance, said supporters of a trolley line
have misrepresented its potential impact.

Supporters are being disingenuous in using the Portland
streetcar system as an example of the improvements a trolley
system could bring to Baltimore, Wilson said. The route in
Portland connected two areas of redevelopment through 70
acres of abandoned rail yard, contaminated brownfields and
128 acres of vacant industrial land, whereas Charles Street is
a heavily populated corridor, she said.

"This is a whole different situation than Portland,” Wilson said.

The pair also argue that the Charles Street corridor has the
most intensive schedule of Maryland Transit Administration
buses and that trolley transportation wouldn't cut the use of
cars in the area or better serve their neighborhoods.

Karen Stokes, executive director of the Greater Homewood
Community Corp. and organizer of the working group, said a
feasibility study for the trolley hasn't been completed, so it
would be premature for residents to make up their minds
either way.

"This is exactly the time to be asking the hard questions about
whether this is right for Baltimore City and the area," Stokes
said, adding that Greater Homewood still has not decided
whether or not to support a trolley line.

Stokes, of Oakenshawe, said that she doesn't think the
anti-trolley Web site will have a major impact on public
opinion.

"I'm not overly concerned about what appears to be a small
group starting a Web site," she said.

She also said it would be inappropriate for the working group
to adopt Robert's Rules of Order.

"That's not the nature of the group,” she said. "It's not meant

to be a parliamentary process."

David Funk, chairman of the development corporation's trolley
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committee, a separate group, said he welcomes public
discourse on the proposal.

The development corporation doesn't want to force a project
on the community that the community finds objectionable,
Funk said.

"You're never going to get unanimity, but | believe in building
consensus,” he said.

Right now, the committee is just trying to find out if there's
grass- roots support for a trolley line, Funk said. And, he said,
the project has its share of supporters.

"Some people intensely believe that a trolley would increase
urban livability,”" he said.

E-mail Adam Bednar at Adam Bednar@patuxent.com
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